Cheshire East Budget Consultation 2011/12

The Chamber recently attended Cheshire East Council’s Business Budget consultation meeting and this is to inform our members of the major issues.
The main headline is that there will be no increase in Council Tax for 2011/12.

One of the main issues for business however is a proposed increase in Business Rates in line with  the increase  in RPI of 4.6%  at September 2010 which will result in a multiplier of 43.3p in £.
The multiplier for small businesses who qualify for and apply for the small business relief has been provisionally set at 42.6p in £.

There are also proposed changes that could affect the rules on payment of rates on empty properties.

The Council pointed out that there were a number of ways in which small businesses could get help with their business rates and these can be found on the Councils Web site.
Although the Council does not set the business rate it is responsible for its collection but only retained 43.3% of the amount collected in 2010/11 with the remainder going into central coffers.

Nevertheless the amount retained is a significant sum (in the order of £55m) which is why it is important for businesses to be consulted.
The Council has also stated that it does not intend to raise any supplementary business rates in 2011/12 which it now has the power to do subject to some stringent guidelines.

Although there is a proposed reduction of approx. £1.25m in its Regeneration services budget which includes Economic Development and Business Support, the Council underlined its commitment to continuing to support the growth of the local economy and in particular Crewe.
Any members with issues or comments in relation to the Councils budget can contact the Chamber at info@sccci.co.uk. A copy of the Pre-Budget Report can be viewed on the Council’s web site www.cheshireeast.gov.uk 
