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A New Year Message from the Chamber of Commerce
Continuing problems with the economy at home and abroad throughout 2011 have created the most challenging times that businesses have experienced for many years and this is likely to continue through 2012 and beyond.

If however you choose to ignore the doom and gloom merchants at the BBC and take a more balanced view of the situation it is not all bleak.
With a few notable exceptions, South Cheshire seems to have weathered the storm reasonably well and it is the Chambers view that there is plenty to be optimistic about.
Over the past few months there have been some encouraging signs of better things to come, and events such as the Chambers Business Awards have highlighted what a diverse range of high quality and successful businesses we have in our area. The encouraging thing is that many of these companies are run by young enthusiastic business people, which bodes well for the future.
The Government has placed great faith in the private sector leading the recovery and whilst everyone recognises that it won’t be easy we are fortunate in South Cheshire that we have the basis of a successful and vibrant business community in an area that has good potential for economic growth.

If we are to succeed however we must continue to work closely in partnership with our colleagues in the public sector to ensure that the needs of businesses are met and that we create the best possible economic conditions within which they can operate.
The formation of a high profile private sector- led Partnership Board to oversee the regeneration of Crewe will give much needed impetus, leadership and strategic direction to the future economic growth of the area and things could not have got off to a better start with the recent announcement of Government funding towards the Crewe Green Link Road and the Crewe Station improvements.

We now look forward to seeing both of these projects get under way as soon as possible  and for further investment opportunities to be unlocked in Crewe Town Centre.
So, as we face up to yet another tough year, the Chamber believes that we can look forward with confidence to making South Cheshire a successful place to do business in 2012. 

Not everyone will share my relative optimism but unless we promote a positive attitude we are in danger of talking ourselves into a situation that we do not want to be in.
In the meantime on behalf of South Cheshire Chamber of Commerce I would like to wish everyone a successful and prosperous New Year.

John Dunning
Chief Executive
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